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	Our Vision
At Childwall Valley we believe ‘Easy is boring and challenge is fun’ and this applies to every aspect of school life. 
This policy should be considered in context with the School’s Mission Statement as well as other relevant policies. 

	Cultural Capital
Cultural Capital is ‘The essential knowledge that children need to educate citizens. Giving children the best possible start to education.’ 
Our curriculum is designed to cater for all children and those with additional needs to ensure best possible outcomes for all. We understand that children enter Childwall Valley at different starting points but our curriculum is designed to give children the self-belief, knowledge, skills and cultural capital to ensure children have a balanced, an all rounded education to flourish in life particularly the most disadvantaged. 
Our school’s local context includes a high number of social disadvantaged children and we have taken this into consideration when planning our curriculum, in particular, Communication and Language and Literacy, Physical Development. Children in our local area are typically not exposed to a wide vocabulary or quality reading materials, this can lead to difficulties when comprehending and inferring from texts and can also affect the progression of writing. This is why communication and language, reading and exposure to the world around us underpins the whole curriculum. We also plan for trips and visitors to give the learning in the classroom meaning and purpose. 
We plan our curriculum to not only enrich their learning but to enrich their life; teaching them life skills that are transferable to the next stage of their learning. We plan for the children to apply their learning to different contexts and concepts and to apply previous knowledge and skills at a distance. 
  Our curriculum builds on existing knowledge and skills of the children, we offer experiences and learning which deeply engages children and we will build upon what has been taught to then get the children ready for Year 1.  

	Our Curriculum Aims and Intent
At Childwall Valley our intent is to create a fun, safe and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to become confident and independent. We design our curriculum to enthuse learners to ensure children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which children explore, are encouraged to be reflective, think creatively and are actively involved in learning. Our main aims are to improve communication and language, our capital offer and curriculum experience. 
We see children as not only learners but teachers. We design our curriculum around the needs and interests of the children. We adopt a love for learning ,meeting the individual needs and interests of the children whilst ensuring we have a deep coverage and progression. We provide children with memorable experiences in addition to diverse and rich opportunities from which children can learn and develop a range of transferable skills. We want all our learners to become resilient, respectful, problem solvers who have the capability to overcome barriers they face. Our children are at the heart of everything we do and at the center of all decisions we make. We place Social Emotional Mental Health and Well-Being very highly within our whole school, we intend for children in EYFS to develop knowledge of themselves and their place within their school, wider community and the wider world. We intend to teach them the skills and techniques to be able to understand their emotions and to self-regulate. 
By the time children leave EYFS we intend for children to:
· Have rich vocabulary and be able to have coherent back and forth conversations. 
· Understand how to lead a healthy, happy life whilst forming friendships and attachments with adults
· To understand the emotions of themselves and others and to be able to regulate themselves
· They will develop a positive sense of self and understand how to challenge themselves, they will build resilience and persevere when challenges occur. 
· They will develop fine and gross motor skills, develop core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility.
· To develop a life-long love of reading inclusive of rhymes, songs, poems, fiction and non-fiction. 
· The children will learn to write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. They will learn to spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. They will learn to write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others whilst capturing that love of learning
· Develop a strong grounding in number, we intend for children to count reliably whilst identifying patterns within number and taking part in challenges. We intend for children to apply their understanding and skills to different meaningful contexts to deepen their learning to spot connections and relationships. 
· Develop reasoning skills within shape, space and measures and to develop a positive attitude towards mathematics. 
· Understand their place within our school, at home, within our community and beyond. We intend to give the children as many experiences as possible from trips, visits to listening to a broad range of songs, stories and film clips for them to have a deep understanding of the world around them. 
· Safely use and explore a variety of materials, use tools and techniques, experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function. They will share their creations, and explain the process they have used. They will make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. The children will invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  They will learn to sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and topical songs related to their topic and whilst exploring a range of different artists. 


	Our Curriculum Implementation and Teaching Pedagogy
‘Play is the highest form of research’ Albert Einstein

At Childwall Valley Primary School we believe children learn best through play and meaningful, rich first-hand experiences. We will provide a balanced, exciting and challenging curriculum, based on the seven areas of learning and on our observations of children’s needs and interests, using play as the vehicle for learning. Our curriculum is designed to be ambitious for all and meet the needs for all children. 
Communication and Language:
Communication and Language will be enthralled into all aspects of the school day, practitioners will model rich language adding new vocabulary within coherent back and forth intriguing conversations in a language rich environment. This will be influenced through the wide range of reading taking part throughout the day. The children will be exposed to and enjoy a range of non-fiction, fiction, rhymes and poetry based upon their interests. We will capture the children’s attention by listening to their play and carefully building on their interests, knowledge and skills. We will ensure the children have the opportunity to utilise the new vocabulary in different contexts and through meaningful experiences. Practitioners will sensitively question children to elaborate on their knowledge and in turn we will encourage the children to ask questions about the world around them and their experiences. 
Childwall Valley will provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in play and learning, previously this requirement stated this ‘must’ be done (Section 1, English as an Additional Language)


Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
Practitioners will consistently form and build upon relationships with children, we will give each child a happy, positive and fun start to their school life, we will do this by listening to and joining in with their play. We value play and the powerful opportunities it provides for children to build upon previous leaning in a meaningful and purposeful way. We believe children learn best when experiences are first-hand and linked to their interests.

We will incorporate healthy foods and how to have a healthy diet every day during snack and lunch times and also during planned and spontaneous activities. We will cover where foods are sourced and how they have a positive impact upon our mind and body. To develop the best possible knowledge of a healthy lifestyle and oral health we will make full use of our edible garden, we will liaise with Chartwells, the school nurse and other outside agencies. 
At Childwall Valley Primary School, we incorporate ROAR from Nursery right up to Year 6. Through ROAR we will explore and identify our emotions, we will teach them techniques to use to help regulate themselves. During our PATHs programme we will help children to develop a positive sense of self and understand how to challenge themselves, they will build resilience and persevere when challenges occur every day. We will use the CoETL to sustain high levels of concentration to achieve the best possible outcomes. 
Physical Development: 
Children at Childwall Valley take part in forest school. During the course of the year the children will take part in a variety of shared experiences and develop skills which will include: studying wildlife, playing team and group games, communication/friendship activities, sensory activities, phonics activities, physical movement, rope and string work, art and sculpture, developing stories and drama, shelter building, tool use, woodland and traditional craft, fire lighting and cooking.
The children will explore our sensory world and will develop their gross and fine motor skills as well as their strength, co-ordination and positional awareness.  They will develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. They will develop fine motor control and precision whilst developing their hand-eye co-ordination. We will strengthen fine and motor skills through a variety of ways including bikes, our climbing equipment, through our PE following the GetSet4PE scheme. Children will even have the opportunity to practice using small tools which allows children to develop proficiency, control and confidence

Literacy:
We will develop a life-long love of reading inclusive of rhymes, songs, poems, fiction and non-fiction. We will immerse the children into stories indoors, outdoors and throughout the school day. We will incorporate trips to the Story Barn, local libraries and other exciting story telling visits. 
Reading is an essential life skill necessary for children to fully participate in everyday life and we do our utmost to ensure no child gets left behind. We nurture children to become enthusiastic readers - to develop children’s confidence in reading through high quality texts. We follow Read Write Ink to equip children with the knowledge and skills to decode words in order to be able to read fluently with understanding of what they have read. Children loan books from our school library, they can take part in the book swap after school. With everything we offer we encourage a love of literature and an enjoyment of reading for pleasure. 
We offer the same experiences for writing by modeling writing for meaningful and different purposes. We understand that first we must expose the children to a rich language-based curriculum and encourage the children to use this language within their everyday school life. We then model the different purposes for writing and equip the children with skills taught in Read Write Ink to write meaningful sentences. 

Mathmatics:
Our vision for our children is to develop a strong grounding in number, we will do this by using a mastery approach. Upon entry we will benchmark children and use Mastering Number Program to develop the essential skills children need to develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children will be taught games and apply their counting skills to everyday life to be able to confidently develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10 and beyond. We will take account of the statutory guidance however we will never put a ceiling on the children’s learning and so if we feel the children are able and ready we will continue to develop their skills and knowledge ready for Year 1 with no limits. We will encourage Mathematical discussions with others and provide mathematical investigations and challenges.  

Understanding the World: 
All of the themes will be based on the children’s interests, we will listen to them playing and carefully interject to challenge learning experiences. 

The children will learn about their bodies and staying healthy. They will talk about their families, friends and groups they belong to and compare and contrast themselves to others as well as knowing some similarities and differences between things in the past and now (birth/toddler/child) they will draw on their experiences inside and outside of school and what has been read in class. 

The children will begin to understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. They will explore the world around them and investigate, discover, be intrigued and discuss the connections between plants and animals and the world around them. They will become aware that dinosaurs and other animals were once alive but are now extinct. 
We will provide as many trips and visitors into school as possible to make learning as meaningful as possible. 
The children will know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class (fictional characters in the past) They will understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 


Expressive Art and Design: 
At Childwall Valley we inspire our children to express their artistic skills. The children will develop an appreciation of great range of nationally and internationally renowned artists. 
The children will safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. They will share their creations, explaining the process they have used. They will make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. The children will invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  They will learn to sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and topical songs related to their topic. They will have the opportunity to perform to their peers. 


Hi-Impact/Computing: 
Although technology is not a statutory requirement at Childwall Valley we believe it is paramount that we prepare children for the skills they will need to access the National Curriculum in Key Stage 1. We follow a scheme designed by Childwall Valley and Hi-Impact which incorporates many different skills. The children will access individual Ipads to enhance their learning, they will program robots, they will use a digital camera to capture still and moving images, be able to purposefully navigate a website or app using buttons or icons, begin to use basic symbols to represent and record directional instruction amongst many more skills. Read alongside our Computing policy. 


Children will experience a variety of ways to learn and develop. We will plan for whole class and small group adult led activities, child initiated experiences and more. Continuous provision as well as the CoETL encompasses a range of activities and different approaches to learning to meet the diverse learning styles children have. By exposing children to the different ways of learning, we foster and encourage independence and resilience to use beyond the classroom and into the next stage of their learning journey. 

	IMPACT
Our EYFS curriculum is well thought out, well sequenced and ambitious to ensure there is the best progression for every child. Our practitioners understand child development and sequence of skills and all the components that are needed to be taught in order to achieve an end goal. 
We give the children the opportunity to review skills and knowledge to different concepts and contexts to ensure that learning is deeply rooted and understood. In doing so children remember more; apply skills independently and confidently; are able to transfer key concepts and are able to successfully build upon and continue their learning.
Importance will be given to connection, play and the balance between adult led and child-initiated activity. As early reading and communication and language underpins our curriculum, children will become fluent, resourceful and resilient learners who are able to have coherent conversations expressing their ideas and opinions. They will be respectful and knowledgeable about the world around them and different communities.    
Children will acquire the basic skills in all of the seven areas of learning, they will develop friendship, relationships with adults and they will adopt a love of reading, mathematics and learning itself. They will understand how to live a healthy life and will acquire skills to regulate their emotions. They will understand and have a range of experiences which they can apply to the next stage of their learning journey. 
We understand children develop at different rate but we will always do our utmost to ensure children achieve at least expected in their early learning goals by the end of EYFS stage. 

Procedures for intimate care
[bookmark: _The_data_protection][bookmark: _[Updated]_Data_protection]Staff who provide intimate care will be employed by Childwall Valley Primary School. 
Staff who provide intimate care will conduct intimate care procedures when it is necessary; no child will be left in wet/soiled clothing or nappies.
Each child using nappies will have nappies, wipes and any other individual changing equipment necessary in their bags brought in from home.
Before changing a child’s nappy, members of staff will put on disposable gloves and aprons and face mask where necessary, and the changing area will be cleaned appropriately using disposable wipes and the nappy bin.  
The changing areas are warm and comfortable for the children and are private from others.
Hot water and liquid soap are available for staff to wash their hands before and after changing a nappy; the changing area will also be cleaned.
Any soiled clothing will be placed in a tied plastic bag in the child’s personal bag and will be returned to parents at the end of the school day.
Any used nappies will be placed in a tied plastic bag and disposed of in accordance with local waste disposal procedures.
Any bodily fluids that transfer onto the changing area will be cleaned appropriately.
If a pupil requires cream or other medicine, such as for a nappy rash, this will be provided in accordance with the Administering Medication Policy, and full parental consent will be gained prior to this.
Older children and those who are more able will be encouraged to use the toilet facilities and will be reminded at regular intervals to go to the toilet.
Members of staff will encourage children to use the toilet themselves independently as and when they feel it is appropriate and communicate this with parents. 
Children will be reminded and encouraged to wash their hands after using the toilet, following the correct procedures for using soap and drying their hands.

Staffing
· The school will ensure that it:
· Has effective systems in place to ensure that practitioners and those in regular contact with children within the setting are suitable to fulfil the requirements of their roles.
· Obtains an enhanced criminal records check in respect of every person aged 16 and over who works directly with children or works on the premises – additional criminal records checks will also be made for anyone who has lived or worked abroad.
· Tells staff that they are expected to disclose any convictions, cautions, court orders, reprimands and warnings that may affect their suitability to work with children.
· Does not allow people, whose suitability has not been checked, including through a criminal records check, to have unsupervised contact with children.
· Records information about staff qualifications and the identity checks and vetting processes that have been completed.
· Meets its responsibilities under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, which includes a duty to make a referral to the DBS where a member of staff is dismissed, or would have been, had the person not left the setting first, because they have harmed a child or put a child at risk of harm.
· Ensures that no disqualified person is employed to work in connection with early years provision.
· Takes appropriate action to ensure the safety of children if they become aware of any information about staff that may lead to their disqualification.
· Notifies Ofsted of any significant event which is likely to affect the suitability of any person who is in regular contact with children in their setting and provide specific details of any order made.

Staff and Child Ratios: 
The school is aware that there are a range of contextual factors that will affect staff: child ratios, and that these can change depending upon a variety of issues. The school will continue to monitor the ratios and ensure that:
· The EYFS manager appointed on or after 4 January 2024 hold a level 2 maths qualification, or they achieve one within 2 years of starting in the position (Section 3, Staff:child ratios)
· Ensure all level 2 and level 3 staff members hold a valid paediatric first aid (PFA) certificate, otherwise they cannot be included in ratio (Section 3, Paediatric first aid)
· have at least two years’ experience of working in an early years setting or other suitable experience.
· There is a named deputy who is capable and qualified to take charge in the managers absence. Name of staff member will provide cover for the EYFS lead in their absence and is deemed fully qualified to do so by the EYFS lead and the headteacher.
· Staffing arrangements meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety.
· A manager in group and school-based settings can now allow students and apprentices to count in staff:child ratios at the level below their level of study, if the manager is satisfied that they are competent and responsible (Section 3, Staff: child ratios)


· Children are adequately supervised, including whilst eating, and decide how to deploy staff to ensure children’s needs are met.
· Children are always within sight or hearing of staff.
· Suitable students on long term placements and volunteers aged 17 or over, and staff working as apprentices in early education aged 16 or over may be included in the ratios if the school is satisfied that they are competent and responsible.

· For children aged three and over:
· Where a staff member with qualified teacher status (QTS), early years professional status, or another suitable level 6 qualification is working directly with the children, there will be one member of staff for every 13
· Children, and at least one other member of staff will hold an approved level 3 qualification.

For children in Reception classes:

· Class sizes will be limited to 30 children per school teacher.
· Only under exceptional circumstances, and where the quality of care and safety of children is maintained, will changes be made to the ratios. 
Each child will be assigned a key person whose role will be to:
· Meet their individual needs.
· Help the child become familiar with the setting.
· Offer a settled relationship for the child.
· Build a relationship with their parents.
· The EYFS lead will inform parents of whom their child’s key person is and will explain the role of the key person when their child begins attending the school.

Mobile phones and devices
· Childwall Valley Primary’s safeguarding policies and procedures include all electronic devices with imaging and sharing capabilities, not just mobile phones and cameras (in reference to Section 3, Safeguarding policies and procedures)
· For the purposes of this policy, the term “mobile phone” refers to any electronic device that can be used to take images or record videos, including tablets.
Use of personal mobile phones by staff members
· Staff members will not use personal mobile phones or cameras when children are present.
· Staff may use mobile phones on school premises outside of working hours when no children are present. 
· Staff may use mobile phones in the staffroom during breaks and non-contact time. Mobile phones will be safely stored and in silent mode whilst children are present in the office.
· Staff may take mobile phones on trips, but they will only be used in emergencies and should not be used when children are present. 
· Mobile phones will not be used to take images or videos at any time during trips.
· Staff who do not adhere to this policy will face disciplinary action. 
· Staff will report any concerns about another staff member’s use of mobile phones to the DSL, following the
procedures outlined in the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. 
· Staff may use their professional judgement in emergency situations.
· Parents, visitors and contractors will not be permitted to take photographs or record videos
without prior permission. 
· Parents may take photographs and videos only containing their own child during school events. 
· The school strongly advises against the publication of any photographs or videos taken at the school or school events on social media. 
· Staff will be provided with a school device to ensure that only school devices are used to take photographs and videos. School devices will have passcode protection.
· School devices will only be used for work related matters, e.g. recording and documenting a child’s learning. 
· Staff will not take photographs of bruising or injuries for child protection reasons. Instead, recording concerns forms and body maps will be used to record observations relating to child protection concerns – these can be acquired from the DSL.
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	Mr Keher (Head teacher)
Lynsey Merrison (EYFS Lead) 



Signed Head teacher …..................................     Date

Signed Chair of governors  ….........................     Date
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